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I consider “Finnegans Wake” by James Joyce to be
the most intentionally protean and unstable work of
words that we have.

Because Joyce plundered and yoked together a mul-
titude of sources—from the Bible to barroom songs,
from Shakespeare to shouts in the street, from the
cricket pitch to passing commentary by friends and
others—I also consider “Finnegans Wake” to be the
most compound and collective artwork ever created.
Joyce used the entire world as grist, and wanted to
gather the entire world within its pages.

There are various ways to apprehend the book. It is
“an ark to contain all human myths and types,” said
Héléne Cixous. Harold Bloom said the book is “as
close as our chaos could come to the heights of
Shakespeare and Dante.”

Joyce’s wife, Nora Barnacle, called it “chop suey,”
and Joyce’s friend, Ezra Pound, said of the book:
“Nothing short of divine wisdom or a new cure for the
clap can possibly be worth all the circumambient
peripherization.”

Michelle McSwiggan Kelly, writing in the James
Joyce Quarterly, said the book “reflect[s] women’s
position as leaders of linguistic and social change.”

“LOTS OF FUN WITH FINNEGANS WAKE” is my
multi-year project to annotate / illustrate / disrupt
each of the 628 pages of the book. I make use of vari-
ous materials, including archival felt pen, acrylic,
acid-free metallic gel, graphite, archival glitter glue,
found objects and bodily fluids and humours.

More information on the project can be found at
tpob.me.
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