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I’ve been butting my head against James Joyce’s final novel, Finnegans
Wake, for about 40 years. The most multilayered and unstable collection of
words ever written, it’s not a summertime beach read. Using about 80
different languages, and an ear fine-tuned to the musicality and mutability of
language, Joyce spent 15 years composing it. Many readers, including
scholars of Joyce, have called Finnegans Wake “unreadable,” and I would
agree. Challenges include making sense of the 10 100-letter “thunderwords,”
and appreciating its circularity — the last and the first sentence form a
continuous loop. Lots of Fun with Finnegans Wake is my six-year project to
navigate, excavate and play with the text. ’'m creating one page for each of
its 628 pages, using my natural impulses to connect the intellectual with the
illustrative, the visual with the verbal. Perhaps my annotations and images
will introduce new audiences to this endlessly fascinating text.
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This page is from the beginning of the book, where the eye still has to acclimatize
itself to the curious and disruptive ways that Joyce arranges letters on the page.
After a while, words such as “togatherthem,” “perihelygangs” and “mousterious”
begin to resonate, reveal their secrets and connect with other words in the text.
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Joyce used grist for Finnegans Wake from wherever he found it: the Bible,
drinking songs, the morning paper. | likewise use images from various sources.
These two trees are side-by-side at the cottage of a friend, and | thought they
would be appropriate on a page where Joyce invokes Lucien Lévy-Bruhl and his
work in the growing fields of sociology and ethnology.
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PAGE 203
As | looked at this page, | kept seeing the words “her” and “she,” so | decided to

play with them. This section of the book references hundreds of rivers, so I've
underlined each one, and then painted a small section of the Rio Grande here,
which flows into, on page 204, the Yellow River.

ek a aarslen eottward in ew M“«.mn w hom he hed

The Great Southern " And the lord éw-( P|¢n+ 4
Gﬁd‘h Tlwasy £ + aSle the hord bod +> grow Jen 3 ansl Hhere he pv X ot 40 the g4t amel
m\‘ - by ir 5 A:;‘(';:. -f:z._ e .42 -:h«. m-:lff o 8’;‘1' '-3-;,.«%.* “’&k:.‘;inf ,.gaio_( ane

end Hae goost o £

M.‘dl breat ev-(." Qen 2-9; 4’69 wrcklow, k ou"\ asg C‘“-"{ Ruay, I £¢4«-¢ anel Hthetrea o £ T ':21-
Western Railway K\“’ﬂ‘(¢ Co. +“ I olen clarg " D ablin [ gav, Em,l;k J‘ e/l kepou
of Ireland (D"\P“HUIB";& 'l"") F n W, garden 02 En‘r:‘ before o}“’&(r ’\) ¢+¢s¢»4- S*‘fm
had [ines runningon Bt iSall +4 ol bosbp ! r s
near he L ‘2 Ver whe hrig Kll d Fo mé;lmc'lerel Horse?)a"s\.«‘s> bridge, withdlle ore A - s
in P“‘t‘ 0-'\5%‘-‘0“‘17‘\' wonk "3 _n Hm{‘ s BN‘% L :um r(;LQr & >(Cesecve Scel
ij\s« 6( J:\: e ;:;Tif eSS estem w1pdstorrmn~g’n1)ces a‘nd thee nd’s s_grgi 5:{ £ m,f-f B Afzf:?:ﬂw
u ' J Bar U ~ ebec, v -
Lor a wihile — Ha s mask wacste h fi %‘ bd% C(vnn M;hd‘ nol thesm T

e, [ingusahe feran - WaSIET o k, ( (hep)ways by doy, Z 5“’ olb
of 3 > 2 Lrs t.{ic . lov At y m GCar m‘;uh-d‘é‘n:u: k‘(ha

stz de( ehtd— ce dainly such a bool, 2o encoura sy n. \
alSHE eEts ¥ \/m:?l or worse, to spin and to rmﬁ to SW}b imd to hugr al \') %«%m-zr&u

T3 .(yp(pfe‘(\m,wr .

levnee ((m,,&(ut(\,/\‘u.uv\ptd‘.( ang and <

';‘.,\3-;.54'“\4 Fnin( d@i&u -.‘.g"‘ %e:ﬁ in ‘te JTTC L fa_g‘é:é?&rgfr foﬁ Lhrey Sum et o OMBTLJD ‘I.t‘e‘z)

et = Dublin o O -. N b 3 % [7a) Dbl

worse Veher r .(‘
[ v’f’s’&r £ ‘°‘?’°““"‘“9?‘24“ y At Ty mgtonsarsﬁ&"umd Fens sy

Fr.sl. s.‘f Laaa:‘uw - -rjr-.‘A “the (3002 gh?’daysv Forllle &3 the maP"f .,\an.{‘bm:ws

pryson for pros: es in rur-‘ ul‘rm WAl F et /Euﬂpc w”f#’“'\ Mrj o
solde?

Fe uswal there arc wir ut? 1z0d?. Are ,"
4 g u1r Not Tr g S 31

hidden w ithin each worsl . The "‘?A o ere the Emn fts HZIO gl?e“rz‘sg(::’z I:;;;S nh;;\ Jf
:"WNone i he brav

vk cobecca (el meto this: “Ne. 1 e [\ Iol
40 has the least e-n&cll-"‘-u(-(ag O ot @ the Ng S Tieve' o '“n t @ ._5?(‘\/‘ e fairVarious
ade and the mostopulent intecioe. g KL Tre ST Losar kt»" '~ rock {ntonation
About 1955 the +wo fiest—Lloo ~ divdrts\e Farer, not yherg the fl r () here, 50 afen ords doom
(va\S'U”rl""{':_“:"d"‘t‘f‘""’ b €ncu. ) 1: "L ou a"'\ 33 -r_lr Lndno p(;((

style < wed (oo and all vy wa g sdone;
ﬁ“'sfxmqs%zrno Stor mtwnxt (3:1}]%1; d@on: 9” nn an ) in? ‘pr . ﬁgptu Cams’ /T (t;j(a;J hope;
Wit rtrOred wa —— nor 9 o .s ‘. espe. bumand trecia

scull A
! 1 and T Trlt i e_rro gnd" ?%PS‘EQEJES%E’E, f1_1“e‘s< .(-( like vce; [T €1y above

paAdS Adcvide. zlz\ J

Hin panels o

dhe “.,\‘( 4 etcan I
" al zl{:fcﬁ( ot arise; /A"‘(V“’“'Y*

e ua Ne Nen
o i N

u(‘r\;pvlleavﬁ Alarge e quilxed * NS Then m bouts -
mecor wn*"\'{«?(nf‘t jof/-rw‘s Sut‘- oca ° China 7 2, 3 P b oA i ‘*V\‘
mounts a s;:mozj_xx:i‘_od i‘:(W yst ithJWYst or Luc } the hand""r vu;,.(?},, VR ?z‘ 1:‘.0: /J
chimneyp an (a- Trcla i 5 ced e in Secrew, and
oval of the Clsfz‘ (éés?‘:? e of man hag verssgiioot?oﬂ'e{-;m‘e“ %‘4{;‘: r‘ Q:s 4‘1:“ o pas i~ /L Li;‘i)am-é.
cek sjazv-’"\rgir\:c./(s 0% Yhe doors, -’Y s '.f(‘ & ss1a 1 fe) jm:‘, ,,q?,4 L Caiserd
?elnma\ daborﬁ will if yg ist u kno the djnke N of taw? s =50
ey P8 y 2’ é, ¥ Ce % we" D"\ n P"k(i:':'h’y J

L(Mefﬁ u-("- aJ e Lfr e ql,w?’lgk uo‘./ Ma.mn.,&)c
e J ec- 0 welt a. 1¢ cal.'mte chael Ark W ’?us Ao AL T ey 2 e
feav S e a+,£ Mihael Arkipy. +A£aé ating T &lendalon ol

Hens wu revac be B € R c. cel

Sohn M ck:(w( Fod‘o( Et"""‘a'::ﬁ £nd _? ‘many %9; dai@'efrseér his lmj s ﬁlj e hand s' } jzﬂ-‘:r ryplaces
e, 3rd Bacon pad Fiown € was Leaphed o ,To oS connec~

(o124 85 whe drow ﬁ;:"\ulve A& s ‘mn% S5 swee .a"d s0,cool g fi‘& d 5o h__bei;:\;%,w: ;:‘.';,,L“,,“:; ot

attne Solimon beabia (30 o < "Eicacd Short novel by A b Prevost, published

Leixlip (45-'(‘1¢( e -u’z stI ) e, Na e N|x1e, anoI L’Es ’ﬁt m the sﬂence, ?fthe% ycamore Creek’ in (12, ¥e

antey Seat. -t The Buloling ore Eurspe Noge Jﬁ‘ and Linal volume o€ ¢

Trland: bubl.nn:ljfﬁfts%n °Q u.' | S all llstem the kmdhr;g curveg x?u éjr_n‘prfikcaﬂt sN‘p CMO"‘S "_‘“( J’t‘_‘l”l'(" i .f,;
4 Now I'wa iy 7 \y an \ o ((o =

JC:; Dt have had kood fee he he plt Enged ?oth%f his newly ﬁ}lomteﬂl h CTS, ch:}‘eaf‘v loves M‘EZ,:’ f_':s‘:.::t "1;:‘ ' -

om a mob le a

of Fock, but I“"P“J'( otput ﬁ i £,
24 bion, And even i 4 ’M—d ' hxsfcugﬁ‘gs, r.jﬁ&m‘ saffron Fmﬁ] arThnE'Tlenﬂ 1:::(‘3 ¢::‘fy .(,’.,--@:}fbs\h, s‘(

E:.“.l .’W“'M Foek A—(;ftlk_ \r\l(w.at 1-“

Gonne Cns:f f’f’ﬁ’:— Lea "“(ana‘ sootﬁ‘mg.()andg_mmglmg 15( ﬂz , was deegdark an(;j amgl "\?«‘; "*?35 ﬁ‘::‘;:"g’ =

pairet Al liaht, - [ued pointmen way

—{nd he skl woulal 1"‘“’ F2r ke 1t'hls bog at sunm}f By that Vale \zfm'{ose ’s a%'“f;a,. g i ot 3+
Pirsd:adf ;“‘I’:ﬁlﬂ oy / ina CEINS arrkos ed & lae "v‘xj "ﬁi‘ w

eyentaken s rainbowt o =

Yo tractive. cred HIDS ,,f.n“"' igbests, hea"e"mhii ﬁ@d Q&%‘ Afroth. ;2’}_’2 - Mayd :If\‘?o.ap -

=2 Greeldor|awrel -a

er
Sexual anelw Violetors

+Hhe sfori'e andlf i dece

ik wf/‘ afve "‘“‘% iz lﬂg ‘galbs, <) n e{‘d Eﬂgsnjdergoadmg lgm o t‘l t}*g, 4, ,?‘:m‘skn ; ‘;‘:"";
7 s nen N Y

allusiens, ? el w'»‘)’i%_&w_\g ! tlan ﬂxsh a w15 |’\zyh w}:,yo llf:{'égy gleg, san n w (é’?%* i

we look at words M. Cainbe

7, 4_Lawce
+t O @ We OF° ol wh es 6/.»‘ +
?,B‘r:'\.,,\“, Uc‘:‘;{“‘ 7uMIof€ng llght throw os(e auralsj no a a&l} e“eﬁo é&pk...qu‘“).";‘? ’f.;%iu’s
15\« ufz-p umed into & lnu Lo
un

erpleit thetf T say also unto thee, That ;‘1‘,
(- g o <t Pete 7 netpock, # Bt The ‘15» 1 o oo e s
:;l f 'ml “pon T‘\nﬁ f‘l’(i( I:::‘\ ‘ﬁ“ < &‘u oe m‘PJl ‘xﬁc‘;s Mg a(n‘?'“’ l‘, ”: t\t‘d“?tﬂv‘f in, N;‘:r“ﬁ
Hhey lead b:!,;?’ :A.:;c( fA “the Slayer of hlsggi is g@é}-{é ﬁc?él'é" ﬁ'TRmos(d:‘:r'- "D, S‘\
the mor e "“ : (‘A TS , - Tazmania thicst -H»ms't 9'3 ept your .u-‘:l\xo coming
% warlal ell a f eha hi If, th ; Yyour comeliness ¢on?l-d-m3
e o m‘((‘ymg ;+." himsel g_* t, on ha% to forget t onk ine With your vow s * T am STa lking
,,r;@j:ﬁ’ o5\ Mattiew 16:18 -probably 8,058V G e "’“ be "‘"G Jeve ' “Daphne
A e 47 the mast (amst e ﬂ\an S0, rubbm IJE» othm own, hé eacful’Courie and
DS e ) pun ot < 1. B lipre f'rrf,,, 4.&54?., Yy ..,, ,..,;',"‘.t{;:,‘f‘“" Hieugh
Jus&-{ewo h|s gs, in smliug_ moo ISS /aﬁer g‘é‘g@?@* qa en “’f‘ 3%4:«.:':0;)“(:-\
i \A)DfAS Grerman; '(' ’ e ., L ElCur .”o
&,,_,,J;jk wame ‘niver to, ) on Anna-na-Poghue 2 of a 4"‘?“2“‘, w%hfc‘)
\ -‘ur}d‘-h:?tdxnk ;vﬁ"‘ Inmb nA«. - ..:ﬂ:.\ —f’.‘ the § @ s M-‘Z Thous ~
N, Lhad . ") -~ l ‘
¢ and © wivdd o, 3,904 Jingin, teese, 21 M( ”"‘0 .;,..,l) ar\;(mu(D« Hn_gl:l"f-.‘sp

cd!l( -‘kru$‘?) e .—.3, Tes, ki A" o

Voo d, 24 Coternt all 7 +ou(_l- a-sJ /‘ub 203'* e and SN

wrote Mis P(-.:er)r‘r‘lJ\ na- ogu.c_ ‘n 1864 InsA{or YArcak u(a'('kg_ kiss."and .l.?—‘a mlnﬂ(nt\’, bos4y 5P¢“5“"V‘df

The Naw? Yok Tinne s heraldedd Bguc.c‘gu(+ inhis obituary as “4he most fbﬂ’p-cuausﬂ ol our T ..)S

En l.y\-lam-nqis(- of Hae |2 T-Cen -fu? Aveak ~ mx-Po_Juc uas waleiate an Aweni Can .s,/eo\(' Lilon i (U Follo
el »\nr\/(ur‘rr\/l’aujkuvj and st (c‘k; Aooe

At H'S pointwe 3 U have ~>a4r( and =
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| asked a friend to make two footprints on this page, first at the bottom and then
at the top. Only later did | see the word “Barefoot” imprinted on the page. In this
section of the book we can hear two washerwomen talking to each other from
opposite sides of a river, so perhaps that is why the footprints are separated by a
watery divide.
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